
According to Webster’s 
dictionary a principal 
can be defined as the 
person with the highest 
authority or most im-
portant position in an 
organization, institution, 
or group who is first in 

order of importance. I define my position as 
principal of Liberty High School in a different 
way. As principal of LHS I am the person 
who is privileged to be a part of: 

 Leslie Bowyer’s art student who is submit-

ting one cartoon a month to the Bedford 
Bulletin. 

 William Satterwhite’s Marching Band stu-

dents who performed and won in competi-
tion. 

 Liberty High School’s Homecoming Week 

where students and staff showed amazing 
spirit for their school and support for their 
football team. 

 Amanda McCoy’s volleyball players who 

hosted a very successful “Slam the 
Stands.” 

 CVCC Early College students who are 

doing a great job representing Liberty 
High School at CVCC in Bedford.  

 The amazing students working in our com-

munity through personalized internships.  

 The leadership through YOVASO as they 

kick off their first campaign with their tail-
gate at LHS. 

 
As principal I am these and so much more! 

 
This school year has been amazing. Your stu-
dents have shown that they have great pride in 
what they do and how they represent Liberty 
High School. It is evident that they are not only 
saying, but they are modeling our new motto, 
Minutemen Succeed, No Exceptions!  
  

Liberty High School continues to need your sup-

port as parents. Whether it be supporting your 

child by checking their homework or scheduling 

a time where you can go to a school board 

meeting and talk to board members about our 

needs at Liberty, as part of the Red, White, and 

Blue family, we all must work together!  Every 

accomplishment starts with the decision to try. 

The surest way to avoid failure is to be deter-

mined to succeed, and you all know that  

Minutemen Succeed, No Exceptions!  

Principal’s Corner 

Liberty Minutemen News 
L iber ty  H igh  S choo l  

l h sminutemen .o rg  

 November 4:  Election Day/Parent-

Teacher Conferences 12:00 Noon-7 

PM (School Closed for Students) 

 November 4: Academic Awards 

Assembly 7PM (auditorium) 

 November 6: NHS Induction Ceremo-

ny 7 PM (auditorium) 

 November 26: Two-hour early 

dismissal 

 November27-28 : Thanksgiving 

Holiday (School /Offices Closed) 

 December :  Fall SOL Testing 

 December 1: Financial Aid Workshop 

7 pm (auditorium) 

 December 16-19: Mid-term exams 

 December19 : End of 2nd Nine 

Weeks/1st Semester  

 December 22-31: Winter Break 

(School /Offices Closed) 

 January 12:  Report Cards Go Home 

 January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. 

Holiday (School/Offices Closed) 
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Infosnap 

Congratulations to our very 

own Ms. Kelly Miller who was 

named as the new LHS Assis-

tant Principal.  Before being  

named to the position, Ms. Mil-

ler taught Spanish at LHS for 

ten years and also served as 

the head coach of the girls’ 

tennis team.  Ms. Miller holds a 

Bachelor of Arts in  Spanish 

from Lynchburg College and 

went on to earn her Master of 

Educational Leadership from 

Lynchburg College in 2010.  

Ms. Miller is very excited to 

join the administrative team at 

LHS.  Miller stated, “Everyone 

works so hard to ensure that 

our students succeed.  We are 

a family here at Liberty and I 

am so blessed to be here work-

ing alongside such a phenome-

nal group of people and stu-

dents.” Students and staff feel 

very blessed to have Ms. Miller  

as one of our leaders. In her 

spare time, Ms. Miller loves to 

travel, read, play tennis, and 

spend time with family and 

friends. In addition, she is a self

-professed animal lover and 

she loves her job! We are very 

excited to welcome Ms. Miller 

to her new position! 

Ms. Kelly Miller Named Assistant Principal 



In the Spotlight  
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The Marching Minutemen  are in 
the spotlight! The band per-

formed at the 40th Annual Lynch-
burg Classic at City Stadium,  and 
our students impressed the audi-
ence and the judges! The band 
brought home the following acco-
lades in their class of five bands: 
  
2nd Place Drum Majors 
1st Place Color Guard 
1st Place General Effect 
1st Place Marching 
1st Place Music 
1st Place Overall Class A 
  
Not only did the LHS Band win 
their class, they were extremely 
close to winning the Class A/AA 
Grand Champion award. The 
Glenvar Marching Highlanders 
scored an 808.2 against our 
802.6—a mere 5.6 points differ-
ence!  

Don't miss out on seeing the 
band’s half-time show this year. 

They still have performances on 
October 25 and November 7, so 
mark your calendars! Some other 
dates to remember are listed 
below: 
 

Friday, November 7   
Final chance to see our marching 
band half-time show at the Senior 
Night football game. 
Saturday, December 6   
Bedford Christmas Parade 
Sunday, December 7   
Big Island Christmas Parade 
Thursday, December 11   
Winter Pops Concert at 7PM in 
the Auditorium (bands, choirs, and 
percussion, FREE admission) 

 
 
 
 

Please consider joining the 

PTSA. This organization 

does so much for our school. 

For example, the PTSA has 

diligently worked to set up 

a time for the Bedford 

County School Board mem-

bers to tour our school in an 

effort to provide the board 

members the opportunity to 

see some of the needs that 

we have in terms of our 

athletic fields and track. 

They have also scheduled a 

Career Fair for Liberty High 

School students that will be 

held on Monday, November 

24. We are excited about 

hosting these events! These 

are just a few of the many 

activities sponsored by our 

PTSA.  

Support the LHS PTSA 

The Liberty Forensics Team 
has been busy preparing for 
their fall tournaments. Foren-
sics is a speech competition in 
which students prepare a se-
lection and present it at tour-
naments.  By participating in 
forensics, students learn to 
research, write and deliver 
valuable messages.  They 
become exposed to a wide-
array of fiction and non-
fiction literature and learn the 
skills necessary to confidently 
and effectively communicate 
in any situation. They become 
better public speakers. Col-
leges love to see forensics on 
the college application!   The 
team meets on Wednesdays 
after school.  Forensics is fun 
(ask any team member!) but it 
is also hard, demanding 

work.  We are still welcoming 
new members!   
 
History Day at Liberty is also 
off to a roaring start. Stu-
dents in grades 6-12 are 
invited to develop a website, 
documentary, or performance 
on the theme "Leadership and 
Legacy in History."  Liberty 
High School is considered the 
powerhouse in the Virginia 
History Day competition with 
projects from LHS going to 
national competition each of 
the past ten years.  History 
Day Club meets 
on Mondays 
after school in 
the library until 
5:30. 
 
 

Forensics and History Day 

 
Congratulations to Coach Watts 

on his 100th win as the Head 

Coach of the  Liberty Minute-

men!!!   Coach Watts has so much 

to be proud of during his 13 year 

tenure at the helm...and  we can’t 

forget the many years prior to 

that when he served as an assistant football coach as 

well as the Head Wrestling Coach here at LHS.  A big 

THANK YOU, Coach Watts, for all you have done for 

the young men you are coaching and have coached over 

the years! 

 

Coach Watts Hits 100th Win 



LHS Takes the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 
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Art and FACS Team Up for a Cause 

 On Nov. 14th, 
the Family 
Consumer Sci-
ence (FACS) 
students and 
Art III, IV and 

V students are participating in 
the Empty Bowls Project.  Art 

students are in the process of 
creating original pottery soup 
bowls which will  be filled with 
delicious homemade soup 
made by FACS students and 
sold at the second Friday's 
event in downtown Bedford. 
Goosecreek Studio will serve 
as the host site for the event  
which will take place from 5-8 
pm. Each bowl will sell for10 
dollars and, of course, be filled 
with a wonderful soup!   
Delicious bread from Panera in 
Lynchburg has also been do-

nated for the event. All monies 
made will go to the Backpack 
program which feeds hungry 
children in Bedford 
schools.  Please come out and 
support this wonderful cause 
and help show the students of 
LHS that their work makes a 

difference in their own commu-
nity.  This is not the only place 
that LHS art can be found in 
the community. Art IV and V 
students created pieces of D-
Day art in honor of the 70th 
anniversary. These works are 
currently being exhibited at the 
Welcome Center. Art II students 
abstract zen-tangle ink draw-
ings can be found in Hebrews 
Coffee Shop on Main Street. 
Stop by and check out these 
works while you grab a cup of 
coffee! 

The LHS Library is currently host-
ing the First Line of a Book Con-
test. Each week the first line of a 
young adult novel is written in an 
oversized book display in the 
library.  Students and staff have 
all week to submit the book’s title 
for a chance to win a small prize. 

All correct answers then go into a 
drawing for a grand prize that 
will be given away during the 
last week of the semester. Please 
encourage your young adult to 
venture into the library and try 
to guess the first line.  Good 
Luck! 
  
Freshman and sophomore stu-
dents are participating in a 
brand new personalized learning 
program entitled Research 
Ready. Research Ready is an 
online class that teaches students 
about the research process and 

research skills. Students attend 
this program through their English 
classes.  Freshmen come each 
Monday and sophomores come 
each Tuesday.  Freshmen lessons 
include defining a research task, 
finding resources, determining 
the credibility of sources, writing 

help, and citation guidelines. 
Sophomore lessons include evalu-
ating sources, using the internet 
for research, website evaluation, 
searching skills, plagiarism and 
copyright, citing sources, thesis 
and research questions, and con-
structing and presenting an argu-
ment.  Ask your student to access 
this course at home so you can 
see what they are learning. En-
courage your students to read, 
learn, and be able to apply this 
information in their lives! Great 
research skills are useful to  
everyone every day.  

Library News 

 

 

Liberty High School faculty 

volunteered to take the Ice 

Bucket Challenge at the 

school's home football game 

on September 19th. Students in 

Mrs. Amanda McCoy's home-

room class worked throughout 

the week to take up donations 

from students that counted as 

votes for their favorite teach-

ers to receive a bucket of ice 

water dumped on them in be-

tween the 3rd and 4th quar-

ters of the game.  The overall 

winner raising the most money 

was  English teacher, Mr. Matt 

Uselton; however, many of the 

faculty members volunteered 

to participate and get 

“dumped on” after the students 

raised over $300.00 for the 

ALS Foundation. A big "thank 

you" to all of Mrs. McCoy's 

homeroom students who partic-

ipated: Erin Voeghtly, Cierra 

White, Brianna Whorley, 

Travis Wilson, Sam Windle, 

Haylee Wood, Justina Wood, 

Violet Wray, Hailey Wright, 

Leigha Wright, Maloni Wright 

and Dallas Yopp.  

Full of Spirit    

The week lead-

ing up to Home-

coming saw Lib-

erty students 

exhibiting their 

spirit in a variety 

of different 

ways. From Min-

uteman Monday 

to Spirit Day on Friday, students and faculty 

went all out to make this one of the best 

Homecoming weeks ever. Spirit Day      

culminated in a pep rally that rocked the 

roof off the gym as classes competed for 

the spirit stick and showed their support of 

the LHS football team. Due to the rain that 

was forecast to arrive, half-time activities 

took place before the game.  Senior Ma-

kayla Giles, escorted by DJ Jones, was 

crowned the 2014 Homecoming Queen. 

Though the rain did arrive, it did not damp-

en that LHS spirit as the team went on to 

beat EC Glass by a score of 56-20.   Makaylah Giles, 2014 Homecom-
ing Queen, receives her crown 
from 2013 queen, Liz Maynard. 
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The Liberty High School Counseling 
Department is hard at work on 
communicating with families and 
students about upcoming 
opportunities.  A web page on the 
school counseling page has been 
created with up to date information 
for all students.  A senior webpage 
has also been created to announce 
scholarships and senior news: http://
bedfordlhs. sharpschool.net/ parents 
students/ seniors_class_of_2015   
 
Counselors have met with seniors and 
discussed graduation requirements to 
include required classes and SOLs in 
addition to post-secondary plans. The 
paper copy of the interview form is in 
duplicate with hopes that each student 
shares the information with parents/
guardians and returns one signed 
copy.  Parents/guardians are 
encouraged to call their student’s 
school counselor if they have any 
questions.  Lynchburg College, Ferrum 
College, and Radford University are 
offering on-site admission 
opportunities for our students.  What 
does that mean?  Students apply and 
then meet with an admissions 
representative at Liberty High School 
and receive a decision “on the spot”.  
Please encourage your student to 
read the senior web page for more 
information.  If you have not 
submitted an email address to your 
student’s counselor then you are 
missing out on some valuable 
scholarship information, please remind 
your student to turn that information in 
to his/her school counselor. 
 
On October 23rd, representatives 
from the Bedford Science and 
Technology Center (BSTC) visited 
Liberty High School and talked  with 
all sophomores about the career and 
technical opportunities available to 
them.  Sophomores were asked to 
select several class that they would 
like to explore and on November 25th 
they will visit those programs in 
addition to the CVCC- Bedford 
Campus.   
 
The Director of  Lynchburg College 
Admissions will be in the high school 
library on November 18th from 6:00-
7:30pm to speak with students and 
parents about the college admissions 
process, essay writing, and 
the  college application process.  All 
college-bound students are 
encouraged to attend with their 
parents.  Refreshments will be 
provided.. 
 
There will be a Financial Aid 
Workshop on December 1st at 
6:00p.m. in the high school library. 
Parents of college bound seniors are 
urged to attend.  We will review the 
application process for the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA).  
 
 On January 12th we will host our first 
Liberty High School–Zone Registration 

Fair.  All students in grades 8-11 will 
be invited with their parents to tour 
BSTC, learn about career and 
technical opportunities as well as 
meet with core and elective teachers 
from the high school.  SAVE THE DATE:  
More information coming soon. 
 
Students who have passed SOL tested 
classes but failed the SOL exam will 
have an opportunity to pass the SOL 
if it is still needed for graduation.  
SOL remediation opportunities are 
already taking place.  If you and 
your student opted out of this 
remediation opportunity, you may 
want to reconsider. This remediation 
program has had a very high success 
rate. Remediation opportunities in 
reading, math, social studies and 
science are being offered before and 
after school.  Invitations to attend 
have been mailed home to all eligible 
students.  Please encourage your son 
or daughter to take advantage of 
these opportunities. 
 
In January, students will be bringing 
home a registration sheet for your 
review and signature.  
Representatives from the Central 
Virginia Governor’s School, the STEM 
program and the Early College 
Program with CVCC will be hosting 
parent/student presentations in the 
near future.  Please check the daily 
announcements and the School 
Counseling web page for times and 
dates.  Applications for the 2015 
Summer Residential Governor’s School 
programs are available.  Please 
check the School Counseling web 
page for additional information. 
Please be reminded that deadlines 
for these competitive programs are 
not flexible.   
 
Bedford County Public Schools has 
implemented a new process in lieu of 
emergency cards.  This process is 
called INFO SNAP and can be found 
by going to the BCPS website and 
clicking on Returning Student 
Registration.  We are excited to say 
that over 300 families have 
completed this process enabling the 
school to access updated addresses, 
phone numbers, authorized contacts, 
and medical information.  From start 
to finish it only takes about 15 minutes 
to update your student’s information.  
If you have not completed your online 
registration or, if you do not have 
computer access, please feel free to 
use our computer that has been set up 
specifically for this purpose 
conveniently located in Mrs. 
Northrup’s office. 
 
The school counselors urge you to take 
advantage of the Parent Portal tool 
to monitor your students’ class grades.  
Parent portal login 
information for 
parents is available 
from Mrs. Wanda 
Goff in the Main 
Office. 

From Your LHS Counseling Office 

The LHS yearbook staff 

is hard at work on the 

2014-2015 Heritage.  

Be on the lookout for an 

important yearbook 

mailing during the first 

part of November. This 

mailing will contain im-

portant information 

about purchasing  the 

2014-2015 yearbook. 

The cost of the year-

book is $60 if ordered 

before March 1 and 

$65 after this date.  

Senior parents should 

have received a mailing 

regarding how to order 

Senior Baby Ads.  If 

you are planning to 

place a baby ad, take 

advantage of our  Ear-

ly Bird Special!    

 Also be on the lookout 

on the LHS website for 

a way that you or your 

student can submit pic-

tures for yearbook con-

sideration. 

Yearbook News 

We’re on the Web!  
www.bedfordlhs.sharpschool.net 

Don’t forget to support the LHS Year-

book and LHS FFA as they kick off 

their winter fundraisers! The year-

book staff will be selling poinsettias 

from Turkey Mountain Greenhouse during 

November and the plants will be delivered in 

early December.  The FFA has kicked off its 

annual fruit sale.  See an FFA 

member or contact Ms. Lindsay 

Tomlinson if you are interested ! 


